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ABSTRACT
The objective of the study was coined to identify and document medicinal plants and the associated indigenous ethnobotanical knowledge of the indigenous people in Andrecha and Masha districts, Sheka Zone, Southwest Ethiopia. The data were collected using semi-structured interview, focused group discussion and field observation. The data were analyzed and summarized by descriptive statistics, informant consensus factor and preference ranking. A total of 139 species were documented based on local claims of medicinal values, from which seven of them were endemic to Ethiopia. The leading plant families that encompass large medicinal species were Asteraceae 16 (11.51%) species followed by Lamiaceae 11 (7.91%) species and Euphorbiaceae 8(5.76%) species. 89.21% of them were used for treatment of human ailments while 5.76% of them were used for both human and livestock ailments. The most commoly used part of plant was leave (34.53%) which prepared mostly from fresh (82.01%) collected plant parts. The main source of the plant was wild sources (65.47%) and herbs (6.04%) were the dominant type of habits. The principal methods of medicinal plant parts remedy preparation forms were reported to be through, crushed then mixed with water which accounts for 27.34%) and latex 25 (17.98 %) with the route of application mainly through oral (63.35%) and dermal (26.33%) which employed by various units of traditional measurements. Since a tremendous traditional knowledge and medicinal plants existed in the area, it has to be conserved and transferred to next generation. Frequently utilized medicinal plants recommended for pharmacological testing and conservational intervention.
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