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Abstract: The #MeToo movement has highlighted a prevalent problem facing women, the risk of 
sexual violence by men. Females who experience sexual violence or abuse are more likely to 
engage in risky behaviors as teens and later on in life. Little is known about the prevalence of 
such threats faced by adolescent girls, thus, the purpose of this study was to describe the risk 
faced by 738 urban girls ages 15-19 enrolled in a randomized controlled trial testing HIPTeens, 
a sexual risk-reduction intervention. Methods and Findings: Using audio computer-assisted self 
interviews, we collected data describing girls’ experiences with men pressuring, threatening or 
forcing them to have: (a) sex play, (b) attempted intercourse or (c) actual penetrative sex. We 
assessed whether a man used his position of authority or substances to do so. Unfortunately, 
every behavior assessed was reported by at least some of the girls in our sample. One-half 
reported they had given in to sex play (fondling, kissing, petting but not intercourse) when they 
didn’t want to because they were overwhelmed by a man’s continual arguments and pressure; 
one-quarter reported having done so multiple times. Even the least frequently endorsed 
question “How often have you had sexual acts (anal, oral or penetration by objects other than a 
penis) when you didn’t want to because a man threatened you or used some degree of physical 
force?” was reported by 10% of girls. Implications: These findings should raise alarm over the 
frequency with which teen girls are sexually pressured, coerced or victimized, often by men who 
use their position of authority or providing substances (to an underage child) to perpetrate such 
acts. Tailored evidence-based interventions that integrate strategies that focus on both sexual 
violence and HIV prevention can help improve both outcomes. Further research addressing 
interventions targeting males is critical. 
 
 
Recent Publications: 
 
Morrison-Beedy, D . & Grove, L. (in press). Adolescent Girls’ Experiences with Sexual 
Pressure, Coercion and Victimization: #MeToo, Worldviews on Evidence-Based Nursing* 
 
Morrison-Beedy, D., Grove, L., Ji, M. & Baker, E. (2017) Understanding the “why” for high risk 
behaviors: Adolescent girls’ motives for sex. . Journal of Nursing in AIDS Care, 28 
(6), 877-887.* DOI:10.1016/j.jan.2017.06.012  
 

College of Nursing 
 

106 Newton Hall 
1585 Neil Ave 

Columbus, OH 43210 
 

Phone (614) 292-8900 
Fax (614) 292-4535 

morrison-beedy.1@osu.edu 
Web nursing.osu.edu 

 



Morrison-Beedy, D ., Passmore, D., Baker, E. (2016) A "Triple Threat" to Research Protocols 
and Logistics: Adolescents, Sexual Health, and Poverty , Nursing Science Quarterly. 
Vol. 29(1), 14-20.* 
 
Morrison-Beedy, D., Crean, H., Passmore, D., & Carey, M. (2013) Risk Reduction Strategies 
used by Urban Adolescent Girls in an HIV Prevention Trial. Current HIV Research, 
11 (7), 559-569.* 
 
Morrison-Beedy, D., Xia, Y., & Passmore, D. (2013) Sexual-risk factors of partner 
age-discordance in adolescent girls and their male partners. Journal of Clinical 
Nursing. 22( 23-24).* 
 
Morrison-Beedy, D., Jones, S., Xia, Y., Tu, X., Crean, H., Carey, M. (2012) Reducing Sexual 
Risk Behavior in Adolescent Girls: Results from a Randomized Controlled Trial. 
Journal of Adolescent Health. 52 (3), 314-321. doi:10.1016/j.jadohealth.2012.07.005* 
 
Morrison-Beedy, D . (2012) Communication Strategies to Facilitate Difficult Conversations 
about Sexual Risk in Adolescent Girls. Journal of Clinical Outcomes Management. 
19 (2), 69-74.* 
 
 
Biography:   (150 word limit) 
Dr. Morrison-Beedy joined The Ohio State University in 2018 as Chief Talent and Global 
Strategy Officer and Centennial Professor of Nursing. She was a Fulbright Scholar (Scotland), 
and recently listed on the Fulbright Specialist roster, and had a Senior Administrator Fulbright 
Award (France). She served as College of Nursing Dean and Senior Associate Vice President 
of USF Health, University of South Florida. She developed a sexual risk reduction intervention 
for adolescent girls, HIPTeens, recognized by the CDC and US Dept. of Health and Human 
Services as an exemplary evidence-based intervention for HIV/STI/teen pregnancy prevention. 
Dr. Morrison-Beedy has received numerous awards for her work; International Nursing 
Research Hall of Fame, Florida Top 100 Nurses, Excellence in HIV Prevention Award from 
Association for Nurses in AIDS Care, and Florida and New York State’s Distinguished 
Researcher. She has over 250 publications including award-winning book on intervention 
research, and over $12 million/research funding. 
 

Dianne Morrison-Beedy, PhD, RN, WHNP, FNAP, FAANP, FAAN 
Chief Talent & Global Strategy Officer 
Centennial Professor of Nursing, Fulbright Specialist; Fulbright Scholar UK 2016-2017 
College of Nursing 
Room 223, 760 Kinnear, Columbus, OH 43212 
614-247-8657 Office 
morrison-beedy.1@osu.edu osu.edu  

  
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:morrison-beedy.1@osu.edu
http://osu.edu/

	College of Nursing
	106 Newton Hall
	Phone (614) 292-8900

