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Abstract: The #MeToo movement has highlighted a prevalent problem facing women, the risk of
sexual violence by men. Females who experience sexual violence or abuse are more likely to
engage in risky behaviors as teens and later on in life. Little is known about the prevalence of
such threats faced by adolescent girls, thus, the purpose of this study was to describe the risk
faced by 738 urban girls ages 15-19 enrolled in a randomized controlled trial testing HIPTeens,
a sexual risk-reduction intervention. Methods and Findings: Using audio computer-assisted self
interviews, we collected data describing girls’ experiences with men pressuring, threatening or
forcing them to have: (a) sex play, (b) attempted intercourse or (c) actual penetrative sex. We
assessed whether a man used his position of authority or substances to do so. Unfortunately,
every behavior assessed was reported by at least some of the girls in our sample. One-half
reported they had given in to sex play (fondling, kissing, petting but not intercourse) when they
didn’t want to because they were overwhelmed by a man’s continual arguments and pressure;
one-quarter reported having done so multiple times. Even the least frequently endorsed
guestion “How often have you had sexual acts (anal, oral or penetration by objects other than a
penis) when you didn’t want to because a man threatened you or used some degree of physical
force?” was reported by 10% of girls. Implications: These findings should raise alarm over the
frequency with which teen girls are sexually pressured, coerced or victimized, often by men who
use their position of authority or providing substances (to an underage child) to perpetrate such
acts. Tailored evidence-based interventions that integrate strategies that focus on both sexual
violence and HIV prevention can help improve both outcomes. Further research addressing
interventions targeting males is critical.
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