Abstract

Background: Background: Current means to control intestinal schistosomiasis caused by Schistosoma mansoni is based on the mass drug administration (MDA) to schoolchildren. The frequency of these large-scale de-worming programs is based on the prevalence and the intensity of infections in untreated populations. Although schistosomiasis is considered a public health problem in mainly rural populations, there is the evidence that it is also occurs in Jimma Town, an urban setting where MDA is not yet implemented
Objective: To determined both prevalence and intensity of Schistosoma mansoni infections among schoolchildren attending primary schools in Jimma town, an urban setting, Southwest, Ethiopia.
Results: The prevalence of S. mansoni infections was 8.4%.  S. mansoni infections were found 


in all 17 schools, but the school prevalence ranged from 1.7 to 26.7%. This variation in prevalence could be explained by the proximity of the schools to the river crossing the town and water bodies near the schools. Boys were more infected compared to girls (2=31.587, P –value= 0.001; 95%CI), and the infection rate increased as a function of age (2= 21.187; P-value= 0.001; 95%CI).  The majority of the infection intensities were of low intensity (57%), the mean number of eggs per stool equal to 17 eggs per gram of stool.
Based on the obtained results Jimma Town is considered as a low risk community, for which it is recommended to implement de-worming once every three years. These programs should be supplemented with health education to create awareness about schistosomiasis transmission.
Keywords: Schistosoma mansoni, prevalence, infection intensity, urban settings, Jimma Town

image1.wmf
c


oleObject1.bin

oleObject2.bin

