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PURPOSE: 
The aim of study is to review the local protocol for the acceptance criteria for apical surgery in comparison to national guidance. The provision of apical surgery  is a valued resource, but with potential time and financial implications. Hence, it is necessary to investigate whether there is consistency amongst practitioners in deciding the indications and discuss these indications along with their clinical benefits. Overall, the aim is to increase the awareness of listeners on the findings and to help promote a multidisciplinary approach and mindset to this area

METHODS 
The study involves comparing the current referral protocol for apical surgery for the oral surgery department of the Worcestershire Acute Hospitals NHS Trust to the current referral protocol for apical surgery for the oral surgery department of the Worcestershire Acute Hospitals NHS Trust to identify similarities and differences amongst indications. A  literature review has also been carried out to support discussion and findings.
RESULTS: 
Further clarity is needed on the protocol for the acceptance criteria for apical surgery. National guidance does not specify the department responsible for apical surgery, as it is completed by various departments nationally.
	
 CONCLUSION:
A precise protocol for the acceptance criteria of apical surgery is needed to help practitioners to assess what necessitates a referral.  Furthermore increased national and global collaboration with oral surgery, endodontic and restorative departments are needed to ensure the highest standard of care for patients and most effective use of NHS resources. 
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