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Errors during neonatal care may lead to malpractice litigation. Little research exists regarding neonatal management-related malpractice, which errors lead to litigation, and the outcomes of such cases. This study is a retrospective analysis utilizing the legal database Verdictsearch (ALM Media Properties, LLC, New York, NY). Medical malpractice cases between 1991 and 2018 in the US were identified using the search term “neonate OR newborn.” Case information was recorded, including physician information, medical details, trial outcome, and resulting payments. Of 153 cases examined, 97 went to trial, with a favorable plaintiff (patient) verdict in 28% (42/153) and a favorable physician verdict in 36% (55/153) of total cases. A majority (37%, 56/153) of cases resulted in a settlement. The mean plaintiff victory payment was $13,018,182 ± $19,837,877, while the mean settlement payment was $4,271,886 ± $4,872,545. Neonatologists were the most frequently litigated specialty (35%, 54/153), followed by non-neonatal pediatricians (20%, 30/153) and nurses (18%, 28/153). Diagnostic error was the most frequent allegation (30%, 46/153), with negligent treatment second (27%, 41/153). IV and line placement/management was the most common source of alleged malpractice (18%, 28/153), accounting for 43% (12/28) of lawsuits against nurses. Cases against neonatologists most frequently involved management of respiratory distress (24%, 13/54), and were overall most likely to end in settlement (settlement rate: 46%; mean payment $4,356,146 ± $3,648,719). Continued investigation into these data will further elucidate clinically significant trends in litigation regarding management of neonatal patients.
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