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Abstract

At the heart of bioethics is the search for standard moral norm in the face of modern scientific advancements, particularly on the challenges of balancing between the questions of what ought to be and what can be done in bioscience. In this regard, among the basic questions is whether or not the breakthroughs in bioscience should be led by what can be achieved in science and the mood of conquering the nature, or the breakthroughs in bioscience should be led by the mood of doing only what ought to be achieved. In answering this and the related questions of bioethics, there are those among the scientific community who hold the view that regardless of the implications of science and technology, we ought to let the scientists do their job and thus expand our scope of scientific knowledge. In contrast there are scientists and ethicists who argue that in the face of scientific expansion the ‘sanctity’ of life should be protected, in such a way that man of science ought to discover the sciences that benefit the sanctity of life. This paper uses analytical method to address the search for standard moral norm and the challenges of expending morally guided biosciences. It intends to critically review the moral justifications of both pro-scientific and pro-ethical arguments in the development of biosciences, and then seeks to reconcile between these two bioethical positions, by reconstructing the foundations of their moral justifications with a more pragmatic approach.        
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