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[bookmark: _GoBack]Persons struggling with addiction face significant barriers within society due to stigma.  We must understand that people who struggle with addiction are our neighbors, siblings, friends, and fellow human beings. Addiction is not a crime. And often when an unfortunate criminal act is committed by one struggling with addiction the intent is not to harm other people but is focused solely on being able to find the means to continue the addictive behavior. We lock these people away at great cost and there are those who profit of such suffering. We give fines to those probably most not able to pay them. We ask these people to become 'productive citizens' but erect many barriers for them, dehumanize them, and disconnect from them by cruel forms of stigma. We must focus on their true nature, help them to triumph over the tragic, to believe in themselves. Confrontation and disconnection will never be a solution. We must be patient and invest our energy into the means in which we not only save lives but transform lives by giving opportunity and dignity. Persons who are in active addiction experience distance (problems in relationships and periods of isolation), duality (living a double life), disillusionment (a discontent or feelings of dissatisfaction with current dynamics), denial, and ultimately despair. Consistency, connection, and community are important factors in the development of a recovery plan. Recovery is to be seen as a transformative process that involves a change in mindset, reframing, relationships, empowerment, and being able to overcome  the barriers which impede success in employment, housing, and other areas.  Addiction is linked to mental health and proceeding the development of addiction  are  emotional challenges  by which one seeks temporary relief in spite of consequences. Addiction becomes an obsessive behavior however this obsession is possible to be alleviated with the implementation of an appropriate recovery plan.  There is a difference between abuse and dependence and when one crosses the line to dependence emotional development becomes halted at that point . 
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Deanna Mulvihill has her expertise in evaluation and passion in improving the health and wellbeing. Her open and contextual evaluation model based on responsive constructivists creates new pathways for improving healthcare. She has built this model after years of experience in research, evaluation, teaching and administration  both in hospital and education institutions. The foundation is based on fourth generation evaluation (Guba& Lincoln, 1989) which is a methodology that utilizes the previous generations of evaluation: measurement, description and judgment. It allows for value-pluralism. This approach is responsive to all stakeholders and has a different way of focusing.
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