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The internet has promoted knowledge dissemination and global exchange of new synthetic psychoactive compounds. Emerging illicit substances are now available in small local communities worldwide with almost no means for tracking. Due to challenges on traditional drug control systems, novel creative ways of monitoring are needed to not only determine local prevalence but also characterize physical, psychological and social patterns amongst drug users.  


The aim of this pilot study was to assess the usability of an online survey tool designed to quantify and monitor local trends in use of cannabis and two novel synthetic compounds – synthetic cannabinoids and synthetic cathinones as well as gather user de-identified epidemiological data by self-report. This will allow users to see how their drug use compares to others like them, offering objective, personalized feedback taking individualized characteristics into account. 


An online questionnaire (http://www.ecu.edu/cs-dhs/areyouawarenc/Survey.cfm) was designed in Qualtrics and distributed through the use of media advertising.

Based on 150 respondents, most participants are young, single, Caucasian males, either employed or in college. Most reported first use in mid-late teens. Although one quarter of these report daily use, the majority is evenly split anywhere between once a week to a few days and most use fairly low amounts obtained at low cost. Concerning is that 75% of users have reported operating a vehicle within two hours of use.


Online tracking constitutes a novel, more efficient means of overcoming the public health challenge of up to date monitoring of rapidly emerging substances and characterize users locally. 
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