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The substance use disorder and recovery field has undergone rapid transformation over the last 40 years. It currently has a workforce that includes three generations – Baby Boomers, Generation X, and Millennials. The current study sought to identify generational differences amongst those involved in the substance use disorder and recovery profession using an embedded design and grounded theory approach. Findings suggest that generational differences do exists across the three generations in regards to ideologies, value of formal and informal knowledge, training, and education. Results from the current study provide a further understanding of how we may bridge perceived contentious ideologies and knowledge gaps between generations to better develop current and future professionals within the field.

Keywords: Substance Use Disorder, Addiction, Ideologies, Generational Knowledge, Workforce Development, Knowledge Gaps

Biography

Robert holds a Bachelor of Social Work with minors in Addiction Studies and Psychology from the University of North Texas, and is currently pursuing a Master of Social Work from the University of Pennsylvania School of Social Policy and Practice (SP2). Robert has been the recipient of many prestigious awards, most notably NADAAC’s Young Emerging Leader Award (2014), Young People in Recovery’s Advocate of the Year (2014), and the University of North Founders’ Award (2015). Robert is national planning partner for SAMHSA, and serves as an appointee to the Philadelphia Mayor’s Task Force to Combat the Opioid Epidemic. 


Presenting author details 
Full name: Robert D. Ashford
Contact number: 817-614-4302
Twitter account: @rdashford
Linked In account: /Robert.david.ashford
Session name/ number: 
Category: (Oral presentation/ Poster presentation) – Oral or Poster (considered for poster if not accepted oral)



[bookmark: _GoBack]



image1.jpg




