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ABSTRACT

The proliferation of drug abuse in Nigerian prisons have implication for inmates reformation and rehabilitation programmes.This study examines the extent of drug abuse and its effect on Prisons Administration in Nigeria. The specific research objectives of the study are to evaluate the extent of drug abuse in Nigerian Prisons; to examine the kinds of substances of in prisons, to assess the effects of drug abuse on prisons administration and inmates reformation and rehabilitation programming, to evaluate the mechanisms used for trafficking drugs into the prisons, to examine the effectiveness of the prison authority in curbing/controlling drug trafficking in prisons. The study covers two Maximum Security Prisons in Nigeria. The selected prisons are Kirikiri Maximum Security Prison in Lagos, and the Maximum Security Prisons in Kuje, Abuja. Sample populations of 360 respondents (staff/inmates) were selected from the two prisons, and three hundred (300) were retrieved out of the 360 Semi Structured Questionnaires (SSQ) distributed.  The analysis and findings show that the incidence of drug abuse in prisons was established. The most abused substances identified were cannabis, cofflin, amongst others; the effects of drug abuse on prison administration was described as “very significant”. The core mechanism for trafficking of drugs identified was “visitors to the prisons”. The efforts of Prison authority in controlling/curbing trafficking were described as “ineffective”. The obstacles to effective control of drug trafficking and abuse in prisons were observed to be enormous. The study recommends Medication Assisted Treatment (MAT) Model in Nigerian prisons for criminal lunatics and inmate addicts; and implementation strategies aimed at reducing the incidences of drug trafficking in Nigerian prisons.  
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