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Summary
Background: - Injecting drug use is known to contribute significantly to the spread of the HIV epidemic in much of the developed world.  Due to the hidden nature and stigma of the problem, it became difficult to study using the routine surveys.  Therefore a study aiming to estimate the number of people who inject drugs in Hawasa, and to describe the epidemiological and social situation regarding as linked to HIV and its prevention among people who inject drugs.
Methods: - The study used rapid assessment methods, followed by the combined method of estimating population, using nomination and multiplier methods.  The combined methods used two datasets, one proportion of people who use service within a year as a multiplier, and a count of the list of people with a problem who used the specific service within a year as a benchmark.  The rapid assessment incorporated different qualitative tools to elicit information related to injectable drugs, using existing data sources, in-depth interviews and focus group discussions.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Results: - The study estimated a total of estimated 688 (95% CI; 502, 991) people who inject drugs to be available in Hawasa,  The study found people who inject drugs as more young age, male gender (91.3%), living in lower educational status (>60% elementary or uneducated), unmarried (70%) and living in small clerkal business.  People who inject drugs and participated in the study were more likely to use additional other substances like alcohol (88.7%), khat (92%) and other hard substances including cannabis (83.3%). The most common form of drug used was Cocaine (83.3%).  Most of the PWIDs were sexually active with a regular (50.3%) as well as two or more casual partner (884.6%) and claimed to involve in risky sexual behavior.  More than a quarter (30.0%) of people who inject drugs disclosed their spouses to use injection drugs.  

Conclusion and recommendation:- A significant number people who inject drugs are available in Hawasa.  Lack of service in harm reduction in the city has made PWIDs vulnerable and at higher risk for HIV/ AIDS.  Therefore, the Ministry of Health and other responsible bodies have to start implementing the nine essential harm reduction strategies given by the World Health Organization.

