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Abstract 
The study sought to identify factors influencing the non-use of drugs among Filipino out-of-school youth in both the micro- and macro-level environments in terms of Personal Vulnerability, Family Structure, Peer Selection and Influence, Social Activity and Social Awareness. This study also explores the role of formal, informal and non-formal education in developing resilience to drugs. Five Filipino male out-of-school youth non-users ages 15-30 years old from Barangay Nangka in Marikina city were the participants for this study and data from questionnaire, life-story essay, unfinished statements, participant observation and social media post were triangulated to ensure objectivity. This study made use the modified grounded theory approach for it permitted the researcher to get immersed deeply within the data.  The study reveals five factors influencing non-use of drugs among Filipino male out-of-school youth and these are the following: strong spiritual foundation, close family ties, positive peer relationship, interest in recreational activities and active community involvement. The contribution of formal, informal and non-formal education to the non-use of drugs among male Filipino OSY was found to be strongly relevant as it helps them in developing life skills and values for a sound drug literacy. The researcher desire that this study will serve as stepping stone towards exploring other issues concerning drug use in the Philippines particularly those that can help provide evidence on the effectiveness of local drug prevention initiatives, as well as strengthening Values Education program by integrating it across learning areas in all grade levels in formal education and non-formal education, and incorporating spiritual education and development of sports and social support system under the Alternative Learning System curriculum. 
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Biography 
I am Carmelo, I am a drug advocate and I have the passion to create a drug-free community. I am living in a slum area where drug is rampant and it motivated me to take part to be a catalyst towards positive transformation in my beloved country, the Philippines. My country is renowned for its hospitable and joyful people, however when President Rodrido Duterte elected as the head of the state there was a huge change, there were plenty of unsolved cases of extra-judicial killings correlated to drug addiction. I am teaching in the Alternative Learning System for almost 7 years, which composed of the out-of-school youth and adult. I am empowered to influence my fellow youth. I am also serving in different jails teaching inmates and encouraging them that they too can still make a difference.  
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Notes/Comments:
I am expressing my strong desire to present my paper in your conference, however I am financially constraint since I am teaching in the Out-of-school Youth and Adult in the Philippines and earning only 512php or 10$ a day. I finished my Masters in Education major in Health Education in the University of the Philippines with the help of blessed people thru the University’s Presidential Scholarship. With that, I am hoping that your office will consider my current situation and passion to share what I found out in my research paper. 
Thank You!

