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Drinking Culture among the Kuki-Chin of Manipur: continuity and change
Abstract:
This study is an effort to understand the cause of instability in the rules of drinking alcohol.In other words, why alcohol cannot be control and why perception about it constantly change and adequately explain the cause of why drinking is taken negatively in most society today . Writings on drinks and culture had mainly focus on looking at alcohol as an important drink that is integrated with rituals, celebrations, rites of passage etc. Anthropologists strongly disagree to the scientific explanation of drinking leading to aggression or anger and wherever drinking is accepted, alcoholism was unknown in the past and that drinking was always a modern act be it modern or tradition which cannot be applicable today as solitary drinking is trending due to modernity and liberalisation where most people live alone today and drinking is a life style choice.  With this in mind,  I looked at the drinking practices among the Kuki-Chin of Manipur and test if this hypothesis is applicable . The use of drink among the Kuki-Chin resembles almost exactly the same as those societies observed by the anthropologists as group drinking was a social act and holds no bad regards on drinking as it was integral in almost all affairs of their life be it in rituals, in sacrifice, in celebrations .
[bookmark: _GoBack] However, after the coming of the British and the missionaries teaching,adoption of new faith, exposure to other culture and the acceptance of gospel brought about change in the cultural practices and collective drinking were given up and Zu was stigmatised and banned. Zu culture was omitted in their cultural life meaning no more a social act rather embedded in the existing culture and solitary drinking persisted which automatically follows alcoholism and disorder in the state. They no longer brewed but consumption is evident. Alcoholism persisted due to solitary drinking unlike the past where drinking was confined to collective act and solitary drinking was rare.Therefore,problems arise as drinking is no longer a group act.
