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Abstract

Studies suggest individuals with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) have a higher risk of developing substance use disorder (SUD) than the general population. Currently, 1 in 68 individuals is diagnosed with ASD. Adult outcomes for those with ASD are poor. The presentation provides an overview of ASD in adolescents and adults, common misconceptions regarding independent adults with ASD such as a disinterest in alcohol/drugs, an aversion to social environments where drinking/drug use may occur, the use of substances as a means of coping, the behavioral and genetic connections between ASD and addiction, and late diagnosis of ASD and its possible connection to addiction. The presentation will end with recommended diagnostic and treatment options. Elizabeth Kunreuther and Ann Palmer are the authors of: Drinking, Drug Use and Addiction in the Autism Community, published by Jessica Kingsley Publishers 2017.
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