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ABSTRACT

Drug addiction is a chronic often relapsing brain disease that is characterized by compulsive drug seeking and use, despite harmful consequences to the addict or people around him.
 
It is a brain disease which leads to change in structure and function of the brain. This paper will look on how the criminal justice and drug war by the law enforcement agencies in the nature of arrest, detention violates the human rights of drug addicts.

World Health Organization (WHO) Constitution 1948 provides “health is a state of complete physical, mental and social well-being and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity”. It also went further to provide that the highest attainable standard of health as a fundamental right of every human being. This paper will also emphasis the fact that  drug addicts are also human beings who did not in any way give up their fundamental rights because they are drug addicts.  They also have rights as provided in Art 25 of Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHE) 1948 “everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well being of himself and of his family including food, clothing, housing, medical care and necessary social services”.  This is because they are rights inherent to all human beings, whatsoever our nationality, place of residence, sex, national or ethnic, origin, colour, religion, language or any other status.
Criminal Justice Administration is the practice and institutions of governments directed at upholding social control deterring and mitigating crime or sanctioning those who violate laws with criminal penalties and rehabilitation effort.

On this note, this paper will address the issue of administration of justice in line with the drug policies that are geared towards incarceration of the drug users.  It will also point to the fact that health issues such as drug addiction which is a disease are not the duties of criminal justice but rather public health issues.

It will also highlight the behaviors and lifestyles of drug addicts that justify the fact that addition is a disease.

“DRUG WAR” The law enforcement agencies in their cause of carrying out the war on drug are globally identified as the major human rights abusers.

Art 5 (UDHR) states “no one should be subjected to torture or to cruel inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment”. What it means is that it is a fundamental assumption that each person is a moral and rational being who deserves to be treated with dignity.
This paper will not only address the fact that addiction as a disease that calls for treatment and decriminalization which is evidence- based approach, it will also desire to know any other area of public health we criminalize patients in need of help.

There will also be an evaluation on the associated challenges of criminal justice administration and drugs war to see if actually the aforementioned have been able to achieve the intended goals.
Recommendations on what is actually workable with evidence based and human rights approach will be stated.    


