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There is a vast body of work that considers the impact of substance misuse on children and the intervention required by those high-risk families. However, little has been done to look at the infant-relationship and what it is like for children to grow up in families where the parent/s are struggling with gambling addiction and the impact of gambling on its own or with the presence of co-morbidity, on the family environment including infant-parent and young children relationship. Therefore there is a need to bring more focus on how parental psychosocial issues; financial hardship and domestic violence, stemming from gambling addiction can be considered a high-risk environment for the infant/s, which can compromise the child’s wellbeing and future outcome. 

Clinical work has been providing considerable evidence of the association between parental difficulties and problem gambling and the complex needs of these families, however, there is at present limited research and guidance for practitioners on how these problems affect parenting, infant-parent relationship and child’s outcome. In the presence of problem gambling and co-morbidity, it is important to ensure infants visibility for their present and future wellbeing as adults.
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