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Alcohol dependence and alcohol related emergency department (ED) attendances make up a significant proportion of the patients attending ED. These patients are at risk of developing alcohol withdrawal syndromes (AWS) and need to be identified and risk stratified.
My presentation will cover simple epidemiology of AWS, including prevalence and incidence in the ED. It will briefly touch upon the pathophysiology of AWS, including the 4 stages (mild, moderate, severe, and delirium tremens). This will include signs and symptoms and likely timeframes for developing each stage.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I will talk about the risk of thiamine deficiency and developing Wernicke’s encephalopathy that starts within just 14 days of regular alcohol misuse. Tools used to screen alcohol misuse, including CAGE, FAST, AUDIT to identify patients will be introduced. Scoring tools to identify presence of AWS will be introduced including the commonly used CIWA-Ar score and the GAWS score used in my hospital.
Treatment options for AWS will be discussed including baseline dosing or fixed schedule reducing doses of benzodiazepines. Alternative drugs to chlordiazepoxide will be discussed and the dose of thiamine replacement for these patients.
In hospital and community detox will be touched upon and mention of alcohol liaison team/nurse role in the management of these patients while in hospital and to facilitate discharge.
All these managements are guided by NICE guidance on Acute alcohol withdrawal and links to NICE guidelines will be presented. 
This whole presentation will take 12-13 minutes leaving 2 minutes for questions.
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