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Abstract
Intro: The number of UK homeless individuals is rising and their poor oral health in comparison to the general population is well documented; having less knowledge of how to maintain their oral health and how to access care.  Objective: to determine whether oral health promotion intervention led by dental students improves the knowledge of homeless people; identifying gaps in oral health knowledge and determining changes in attitudes towards personal dental care post-intervention. Method: Participants were recruited from ‘The Crypt’ Homeless shelter (Leeds), completing Pre and post-intervention questionnaires and took part in a one-to-one evidence-based oral health promotion intervention. Feedback forms were also used assessing candidates motivation towards the intervention. Data was analysed using descriptive data and SPSS software for analytical data. Results: Data from 30 participants found a mean knowledge gain of 37% (p<0.001). Discussion: It would be useful for the study to be repeated on a larger scale using a variety of homeless shelters to make such assumptions; increasing reliability and validity. Conclusion:  This study shows that an oral health promotion intervention led by dental students increases the knowledge of homeless people in the short-term. Therefore, such promoting projects to be incorporated into the UK dental curriculum.
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