[image: ]
Title: The Perceived Barriers to Undertake Screening of Bowel Cancer among Screening-Eligible Individuals, Qatar 2019
Ayman Al-Dahshan (1), Mohamad Chehab (1), Mohamed Bala (1), Nagah Selim (2)
1: Community Medicine Residency Program, Hamad Medical Corporation, Doha, Qatar; 
2: Primary Health Care Corporation, Doha, Qatar; 

Background: Colorectal cancer (CRC) is the second leading cause of cancer-related deaths and the third-most commonly diagnosed cancer globally. In 2016, Qatar launched its national bowel cancer screening program based on Fecal Immunochemical Testing (FIT) to all those aged 50-74 years at the primary health care setting.
Objectives: To identify the utilization rate of the national CRC screening program and to explore potential barriers to not undertake the test among screening-eligible participants.
Methods: This was a cross-sectional study conducted among individuals, aged 50-74 years, across six primary health centers in Qatar. Participants were interviewed using a structured questionnaire. A non-probability sampling technique was utilized to recruit participants. Data were analyzed using the SPSS version 22. Descriptive and analytic statistics were applied. 
Results: A total of 674 clients agreed to participate in the study (response rate 87%). Only one-third (33.5%) of the participants had undergone CRC screening. The majority 260 (58%) of those who didn’t undergo screening were not aware about the screening program. Statistically significant differences were found between the aforementioned two groups, where those unaware of the CRC screening program were more likely to have a lower level of education and be non-Arabs (p-value=0.001). The top five reported barriers among those who are aware of the CRC screening program 188 (42%) were: absence of symptoms (60.6%), absence of family history (55.1%), adopting a healthy lifestyle (52.7%), lack of time (41%) and lack of reminders (39.4%). 
Conclusion In conclusion, the present study has shown a low utilization rate of Qatar’s CRC screening program and highlighted the related barriers. Such results underline the importance of tailoring future awareness campaigns that are specific and appealing to such cohort. 
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