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Abstract:

The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), formerly known as ‘food stamps,’ is the largest nutrition assistance program at the federal level, administered by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). It can also be considered as an important health care intervention for the vulnerable Americans. The literature surrounding SNAP has grown rapidly in the past decades. However, thus far there still lacks a comprehensive delineation of the evolving scholarship in this field. In this study, we present the results of a bibliometric analysis of existing research on SNAP and its impact on diet and health among the low income Americans. The study was conducted to 1) better understand the current status and also the trend in research published in peer-reviewed journal 2) to identify the gaps in the existence literature, 3) to identify the past research in the field to inform future research. For each published paper, information on various core metrics were collected, for example: a) number of authors, b) citations count, c) keywords, d) journal articles e) number of publications and the years, f) to identify the institutions- academic and non-academic. Using a systematic and comprehensive approach we identified the literature search covers all relevant journal articles and publications prior to 2019. Implications for future research attempts and potential synthesis of knowledge are advanced.
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