[image: C:\Users\nidhi-a\Desktop\copy-EuroSciCon-logo.jpg]

Abstract Title:  Pressure ulcer educational needs for home health care in the Western Region Saudi Arabia
Abdulkareem S Iblasi 1 Dr. Aysha Al-Sagier 2, Dr Ghassan Watffa 1 

1 King Saud Medical City / Saudi Arabia. 
PhD(S) Chulalongkorn University / Bangkok / Thailand
2 Ministry of Health, Directorate of Home Health Care, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia


Abstract (not more than 300 words)

Introduction: The pressure ulcer is a significant risk for many patients in home health care (HHC). HHC staff should illustrate competencies in pressure ulcer management. HHC in the western region of Saudi Arabia provides care for around seven million citizens over an extended area of 153,128Km2 in 16 administrative centers. This study aimed to explore pressure ulcer knowledge among a sample of HHC staff in Saudi Arabia. The research questions were “what is the pressure ulcer knowledge among the home healthcare staff ?” and “what are the priorities for the coming programs for HHC?” 
Methods: A cross-sectional descriptive study of 23 participants was carried out in April 2018. The study used the pressure ulcer knowledge and assessment test (PUKAT) to evaluate the level of pressure ulcer care administered. 
Result: The average age of all participants was around 31 years old. A high percentage of nurses with diplomas and a low number of bachelor holders were the main features of the HHC staff. Also, the majority of participants were females (60.9%) with a higher education degree from Saudi Arabia, and almost half of them did not a participant or attend any educational activities in pressure ulcer care (47.8%). The study highlighted the lack of knowledge related to issues of etiology, assessment, classification and prevention of pressure ulcers, as well as a satisfactory result in the knowledge related to the role of personal hygiene and the importance of turning patients. Therefore, the study recommends that special education programs for the management of pressure ulcers for HHC be established to cover this lack of knowledge. 
The study published: IblasiA, Al-sagier & Watffa (2018) Pressure ulcer educational needs for home health care in the Western Region of Saudi Arabia. Wounds the Middle East, 5(2), 11-16.  
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