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Instrument Based Photoscreening has been endorsed by both The American Academy of Ophthalmology and the American Academy of Pediatric Ophthalmology and Strabismus. Instrument Based Photoscreening is an efficient and cost-effective method to identify children with visual impairment or eye conditions that are likely to lead to vision loss so that a referral can be made to an appropriate eye care professional for further evaluation and treatment. Instrument Based Photoscreening is an automated technique incorporating a special camera which uses the red reflex to help identify risk factors for poor vision, such as refractive errors (the need for glasses) and other abnormalities in the eyes. It is fast and easy to learn and is now widely used in community group screenings.Information can be electronically submitted to a professional for interpretation if necessary.  Using the technique of Instrument Based Photoscreening in children younger than 6 years old can enhance detection of conditions that may lead to amblyopia and/or strabismus compared with traditional methods of assessment (AAP Policy).
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