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Abstract (not more than 300 words)

USAID’s Improving Nutrition through Community based Approaches (INCA) Activity is a 3 years’ project with goal “improved nutritional status of women and children in targeted vulnerable areas”. Funded by USAID this project is being implemented by Caritas Bangladesh in three costal districts. INCA is targeting 1,000 days households, which has pregnant women, lactating mother and children under two years of age. The project deals with the behavioural change interventions of 1,000 days’ household focusing maternal and child nutrition, adolescent nutrition and strengthening Government led Community Clinic and Union Health and Family Welfare Center. In order to functionalize and make more effective service delivery from Community Clinic (CC) as well as sustainability of project activities, USAID’s INCA has formed 302 Community Nutrition Support Groups (CNSGs) from active members of Community Groups and Community Support Group of the community clinics under its implementation arear. CNSG is 16-member group who has representative from local elite group of community including Union Parishad, teacher, religious leader, businessperson, representative from mother and adolescent girl. INCA provided orientation and on job training on nutrition to the CNSG members. The CNSG acts as a bridge between CC and other community clinic. They prepared their annual action plan and review their progress in each quarter. CNSG member assists Community Nutrition Promoter (CNP) to conduct courtyard sessions, quarterly nutrition day observation and monthly household visits and referral to sick patient, pregnant women, lactating mother and adolescent to health facility. They also work with INCA project staff to host events around National Nutrition Week, World Breastfeeding Week and Global Hand Washing Day and participate in other related events organized by the government to promote total community engagement in the project. CNSG is already has established itself as a model group as an example of effective community engagement in nutrition service delivery.
. 

Keywords—Community, Nutrition, Service, Strengthening.




Professional Biography (100-150 words)

Rehan Uddin Ahmed Raju has completed his MPH from The State University of Bangladesh and B.A (Hons), M.A. from Rajshahi University. He obtained Post-Graduation Diploma on International Relations (PGDIR) from Dhaka University. He is the Project Director of USAID’s INCA Activity implemented by Caritas Bangladesh. He has about twenty-nine years’ of experiences in health and development sector including project management, IPC, strategic communication, SBCC, community engagement, advocacy, training and capacity building, program monitoring, evaluation, networking and social/health marketing. Before joining INCA, he worked as Project Director of USAID funded Advancing Adolescent Health (A2H) project, implemented by Plan International Bangladesh. He is experienced in working for MCH and adolescent Health, family planning and nutrition program in Bangladesh as well as experienced in coordinating and working with government health and family planning departments. He worked with VHSS, Pathfinder International, Chemonics International, UNFPA and BBC Media Action in different time. He has participated and presented in many scientific seminar, symposium, conference and workshop.
[image: C:\Users\rafiq_islam.CARITAS\Desktop\FB_IMG_1543930709066-218x300.jpg]







Email Id: pd_inca@caritasbd.org


Any Comments:
image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg
FuroSci(ons2




