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ABSTRACT
Background: Chronic lymphocytic leukaemia (CLL) is a heterogeneous group of
monoclonal form of lymphoproliferative disorder which is usually common among
older adults. There is an increasing trend in the number of patients presenting with
the disease.
Aim: This study aims to determine the epidemiology pattern of CLL in Cross River
state.
Methodology: A retrospective study with ten years data (2010-2019) obtained from
the register of the Department of Haematology and Blood Transfusion, University of
Calabar Teaching Hospital, Calabar. The data collected includes the date of
presentation, the age, gender, location of residence and occupations of the patients.
The data were computed into Microsoft excel 2016 spreadsheet and analyzed with the
IBM SPSS Version 22. The results were presented using simple descriptive statistics.
Result: A total of 47 cases were seen during the ten years period, with a male : female
ratio of 1:1. The mean age at presentation was 59 years. Majority of the patients were
in their fifth and six decades of life. Most of patients (44.68%) practices farming as
their profession. The annual pattern of CLL distribution showed a peak in 2012, 2013
and 2018. A large proportion of the patients during the period resides in Calabar.
Conclusion: The study has re-awaken our consciousness on the increasing trend on
the epidemiological burden of chronic lymphocytic leukaemia in our environment and
will help to enhance further investigation into the relationship between the rising
trend and available possible risk factors in our environment.
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