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Abstract (300 word limit)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Statement of the Problem: Despite SDGs call for “universal access to sexual and reproductive health (SRH)”, women with disabilities (WwDs) continue to experience barriers to access SRH services in Nepal. This study evaluated factors affecting the utilization of SRH services among WwDs in Ilam district, Nepal.  Methodology & Theoretical Orientation: A mixed-method study with 384 WwDs of reproductive age was conducted in Ilam district, eastern Nepal. Quantitative data were collected using a structured questionnaire. Relationships between utilization of SRH services and associated factors were explored using multivariate logistic regression analysis. Qualitative data were collected from focus groups with female community health volunteers and interviews with WwDs, health workers and local political leaders. They were audio-recorded, translated and transcribed into English and were thematically analyzed. Findings: Among 384 respondents, only 15 percent had ever utilized any SRH services. No requirement (57%) and unaware of SRH services (24%) were the major reasons for not utilizing SRH services. Multivariate analysis showed that being married (AOR=121.7, 95% CI: 12.206-1214.338), having perceived need for SRH services (AOR=5.5; 95% CI: 1.419-21.357) and perceived susceptibility to SRH related disease/condition (AOR=6.0; 95% CI:1.978-18.370) were positively associated with the utilization of SRH services. Qualitative findings revealed that illiteracy, poor socioeconomic status, and lack of information hindered the utilization of SRH services. WwDs faced socioeconomic (lack of empowerment and family support), structural (distant health facility, inaccessible-infrastructure), and attitudinal (stigmatization, bad behavior of health care providers, perception that SRH is needed only for married) barriers to access SRH services. Conclusion & Significance:  Utilization of SRH services among WwDs was very low in Ilam district, Nepal. The findings of this study warrant a need to promote awareness-raising programs to WwDs and their family members, sensitization programs to health service providers, and ensure the provision of disability-inclusive SRH services in all health facilities. 
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