Systematics and Prevalence of Feather mites (Acari: Acariformes)found on birds of family Columbidae (Aves: Columbiformes) in Sindh, Pakistan.
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Abstract
Pigeons and doves constitute the animal family Columbidae and the order  Columbiformes, which includes about 42 genera and 310 species, 15 in Pakistan and 7 species in Sindh. Pigeons occur worldwide except in the coldest regions and the most remote islands.Economically these birds over thousands year used for a multiple purpose such as source of food, racing, messages carrier, aviary specimens and laboratory. Pigeons pose a serious health threat to millions of people, because they carry various types of ecto- and endoparasites which cause many hazardous diseases.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mites (Arachnida: Acari) are very small arthropodes belonging to the subclass Acari of Class Arachnida. Mites are microscopic in size (0.1 mm to 5 mm). They have eight legs when adult. Mites are different from insects in several ways, wingless and cannot fly and mostly active at night-time. Mites are oval-shaped and are sparsely covered with short hairs. Some of the most common bird mites attack humans and cause serious skin infestation or dermatitis. Bird mites may crawl on human skin after coming into contact.
The present investigation have been undertaken on total 200 birds,out of which157  birds were found positive with total prevalence was calculated up to 78.5%.Presently, more than 12000specimens wererecovered, including three species, Falculiferrostratus Buchholz, 1869 (3550), Hyperaspidacarus pakistanensis sp.n. (1030) and Dermonoton sindhensis sp.n.(290)have yet been identified. All these 03 genera Falculifer, Hyperaspidacarus and Dermonoton were first time reported from all over Pakistan, in which two species, H.pakistanensis and D. sindhensis  were identified as new to science. All species are making New Locality record from Pakistan.
The species-wise prevalence was calculated during present study, was maximum by Falculifer rostratus (72.86), followed by Hyperaspidacarus pakistanensis (21.41) and minimum was by Dermonoton sindhensis (5.95).The rate of infestation of mites per bird was also assessed as Hyperaspidacarus pakistanensis  with high rate of infestation (46.81), Falculifer rostratus and Dermonoton sindhensis with medium rate of infestation (22.61 and 26.36 respectively).

