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Abstract 

Improving maternal health is the key to save the lives of women from the risk of pregnancy and childbirth during their reproductive age. As per World Health Organization, everyday 830 women die from preventable causes related to pregnancy and childbirth globally. Reduction of maternal mortality remains a priority under the Sustainable Development Goals that target to reduce maternal deaths to less than 70 per 10000 live births by 2030. The present study addresses the contributing factors behind the high maternal mortality in Assam (237 per 100000 live births), the state with highest maternal mortality ratio in India. An extensive door-to-door household survey was carried out during 2014-15 using multistage sampling to select villages in districts with high number of reported maternal deaths. Total 169 women were interviewed during the study period. The samples consist of currently pregnant women, mother with children 0-24 months and members of families who have experienced of maternal death. The study reveals that prevailing high incidences of maternal mortality and maternal complications are the result of maternal anemia. Further, paper tries to argue that prevalence of anemia is largely due to lack iron bioavailability and socioeconomic factors that has huge contribution in such outcomes. Along with that, maternal health seeking behavior among women also has been examined to address the contributing factors to high maternal death from both demand and supply side factors. At policy level, such findings contribute to policymakers to identify context specific interventions to improve the maternal health outcome.
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