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Abstract:
[bookmark: _Hlk151838834][bookmark: _Hlk139982562]Background: the level of cervical cancer in Saudi Arabia has increased in the past few years, especially in big cities like Jeddah. This could be worrisome because there are no screening programs for cervical cancer (CC) and human papillomavirus (HPV) in Saudi Arabia, plus Vaccinations for HPV to prevent CC are underestimated by many. Only a Few studies have explored the level of knowledge among women living in Jeddah regarding CC screening and (HPV) vaccine for the prevention of CC. The aim of this study is to estimate the level of knowledge, awareness, and practice of screening and vaccination for cervical cancer among females in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.
Methods: A cross-sectional study was conducted by distributing an online survey among adult women living in Jeddah to assess their level of knowledge, awareness, and practice of screening and vaccination for cervical cancer. the data was collected by data collectors in Jeddah between June and July 2023.
Results: The study included 434 participants. (71.4%) were university graduates and above. The mean age of the participants is 31 years. Participants showed poor level of knowledge and practice towards cervical cancer and its prevention. (74.4%) reported they are familiar with cervical cancer, while (25.6%) never heard of it. (45.4%) were not aware of any symptoms of cervical cancer. Infection with HPV virus was the most reported risk factor (44.8%). (53.9%) are familiar with the pap smear. (25.3%) believe that a pap smear should be done yearly, while (21.2%) believe it should be done every 3 years. (30.6%) believe that only women at the age of 20 years and more should receive HPV vaccine. (40.6%) of the study participants believe a PAP smear is important, compared to (50.5%) who are not sure whether it is important or not. (81.3%) didn't conduct a PAP smear before and (89.6%) didn't get the HPV vaccination.
Conclusion: Participants showed poor level of knowledge and awareness towards cervical cancer signs and symptoms, as well as risk factors and prevention. Additionally, poor level of practice towards cervical cancer prevention was noticed. campaigns should especially target women of screening age with a specific focus on those having a low level of education. The implementation of such recommendations can motivate women in Saudi Arabia to prevent cervical cancer by reducing the risk of Human Papilloma virus infection and by attending regularly for screening services.
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