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Abstract 
Maternal mortality has decreased significantly in the last decades, especially in developed countries. This was mainly driven by improved health care access and management. Still, maternal health faces many challenges, that must be addressed in the upcoming years. Global efforts are being made to reduce the dissimilarity between developed and developing countries, concerning maternal care and mortality. The World Health Organization (WHO) and partners intend to reduce global maternal mortality ratio by specifically ending preventable causes. At the same time, it is vital to address the growing complexity of healthcare provision, given the recent changes in the paradigm of the maternal profile. As so, in the last years, many developed countries have shifted the focus of maternal health analysis to severe maternal morbidity. Several factors contribute to this, including advanced age and comorbidities epidemics, as well as migration trends and globalization. Intensive Care Unit (ICU) maternal admissions have started to be considered an objective marker of severe maternal morbidity. In conclusion, besides mortality, maternal morbidity has become a main topic of research. Given the current trends in maternal health, proper evaluation in needed so that further maternal health improvement can be achieved.
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