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Abstract 

In Ala Ajagbusi the waste management has been left in the hands of the households with zero government effort. This single scenario has generated sour relationship between the government and the villagers. The research explores the waste management experiences of the households and the individual villagers. The aim was to explore the waste management behaviour of the households and individuals, as in, the collective and the individual actions to get rid of the waste in the village. The important themes of the field survey were connected to the Elinor Ostrom concept of collective management of the common to understand the waste management behaviour of the villagers. The qualitative approach to research was adopted in a phenomenological context. The data collection methods and the interview questions are informed in respect to the research approach and design. The field survey shows that the villagers generate waste types like the plastic materials, paper materials, metallic materials and the organic materials. Waste is stored unsorted in privately owned bowls and sacks. Sometimes waste is left at the back of the house in an arranged manner to dry. Waste disposal methods are burning and dumping. Plastic bottles are reuse for commercial and private purposes. There are several dumping spaces in the village. They collectively burn and liberate waste under the power line, in the dump spaces and inside the drainages. The study shows that spaces that villagers collectively managed are perceived as public spaces. The villagers regard the waste in the public spaces as public goods which should be managed by the local government. The villagers take waste management closer to their heart because of the fear of contracting diseases. 
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