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Solid Waste Management in the Informal Settlements in Uganda: Analysis of the Existing Mechanisms and Actors
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Abstract 

In Uganda, Solid Waste Management (SWM) is a challenge as it is in other developing countries. The situation is worse in informal settlements because waste collection services providers, designated waste disposal sites and facilities are in adequate. Therefore waste is inappropriately dispersed anywhere and littered everywhere. SWM is thus a health and environmental public concern which calls for different actors and mechanisms for effective urban governance.  Literature review strategy was employed in this paper to make a critical analysis of the exiting mechanisms and actors involved in solid waste collection in informal settlements. It is revealed that there are different actors in solid waste collection applying varying and sometimes similar mechanisms. Both formal and informal mechanisms of waste collection exist especially in the informal settlements presenting challenges and opportunities for actors. Lack of coordinated efforts among actors in solving solid waste collection challenges is noted.  Hence there is need for coordination among actors and creation of linkages between formal and informal mechanisms to achieve sustainable solid waste collection. 
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