Reactive arthritis in Senegal : epidemiological, diagnostic, therapeutic and evolutionary aspects at the Aristide LeDantec University Hospital in Dakar
SUMMARY 
Introduction : Reactive arthritis (RA) is a sterile arthritis that occurs immediately after a bacterial infection affecting the intestinal or urethral mucosa, located at a distance from the joint, and for which the classic bacteriological cultures of joint samples remain sterile. 
The aim of our study is to describe the epidemiological, diagnostic, therapeutic and evolutionary aspects of reactive arthritis in the rheumatology department of the HALD in Dakar, Senegal. 
Patients and methods : This was a retrospective, descriptive, analytical study between January 2012 and December 2020 of patients with Reactive Arthritis. For each patient, the following data were collected : epidemiological data ; clinical data ; paraclinical data ; therapeutic data and data on the evolution of the treatment. 
Results : Forty-eight Reactive Arthritis patients were included in our study, 35 women (72.92%) and 13 men (27.08%), i.e. a sex ratio of 2.69F/1H. The average age of our patients was 47.96 ± 13.26 at the time of diagnosis with extremes of 20 and 83 years. In our study series, 19% were polygamous and 12% single. HLA-B27 was tested in 46 patients and was positive in 29 (63.04% of the cases). Serologies for chlamydia, salmonella, mucoplasma, ureaplasma urealyticum and VDRL/TPHA were positive in 50%, 19%, 17%, 10% and 4% of our patients respectively. 73% were receiving non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs, 54% were on methotrexate, 100% of our patients had received antibiotic therapy and in 4% of the cases we used physiotherapy. Disease activity indices were used to monitor the disease. 
Conclusion : Converging arguments have made it possible to integrate RA into the family of spondyloarthritides whose role of HLA-B27 remains incompletely understood to this day.
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