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Abstract

Camel pox is an economically important contagious skin disease of camelids caused by camel pox orthovirus ( 1, 2, 3, 6, 9, and 10).It is characterized by mild local skin infection and less common severe systemic infections. The disease is confined to camel-rearing belts particularly in developing countries and causes economic impact due to considerable loss in terms of morbidity, mortality, loss of weight and reduction in milk yield. Both inactivated and live-attenuated vaccines are available.However, live vaccines are preferred as they provide long-lasting immunity. Due to the close contact between camels and their human handlers in much of the world, it is believed that Camel pox is transmitted to humans via direct contact.( 4, 5, 7, and 8).

Clinical signs and symptoms             
                                             The incubation period was 3 to 15 days. The infection was generalized. Only adult camels over 3 years were infected. The morbidity rate was  80 % while the mortality rate was 5 %..The disease was characterized by skin lesions, swelling of the lymph nodes,  rise in body temperature ( 400 – 420 C ), inability to eat and death. The skin lesions started as papules which developed into pustules. The lesions began on the head and neck (Fig. 1 and 2). The head was swollen, bloody froth was seen. Lesions    eventually spread throughout the body being especially concentrated on the flank (Fig5),,fore limbs (Figs. 6 and 7) and hind limbs ( Figs. 8 and 9 ).  Untreated animal recovered from the infection in 4 to 6 weeks.[6]Untreated animal recovered from the infection in 4 to 6 weeks. 
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Fig. 1 : swelling of the head and bloody froth discharge.
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Fig. 2 :swelling of the head and frothy discharge
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Fig. 3 : skin lesions and frothy discharge.
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Fig. 4: sluffing of the mucosa.
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 Fig. 5 : Body skin lesions
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  Fig. 6 : fore limb lesions.
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   Fig. 7 : Fore limb lesions.  
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     Fig.: 8 : Hind limb lesions.
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  Fig. 9 : hind limb llesions.


Diagnosis and treatment
                                     Diagnosis of the disease was  based on the clinical  symptoms. 
Non-infected camels were treated with a single dose of 2ml.of a Saudi orthopox virus 
live vaccine given intradermally. The inoculated camels showed no post- vaccination  
reaction . The vaccine gives live immunity.   
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