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Abstract
The aim was to review the risk factors of colic in Arabian horses in Al Wathba, Abu Dhabi, UAE. A hospital‐based case study was conducted at Al Wathba for a 3‐year period (Sept-2018/Nov-2020). The investigated parameters were obtained from history medical records, from questionnaires, a clinical examination was performed, a diagnosis of the cause of colic was made and the emergency medical treatment was performed. A descriptive statistical analysis was performed (calculating the mean, median, standard deviation and variance, with presentation of percentage of clinical history question, clinical examinations and physiology parameter, and incidence of colic, medical treatment, surgical and mortality. A total 115 cases of colic in Arabian horses were described, 85% was recovered with medical treatment, 3% were referred to surgery and mortality was 11%. In conclusion: the higher cause of colic in Arabian horses was the low availability of water, the second cause the ingestion of sand, the third cause management conditions that include management such as abrupt changes in the diet (quantity, food and hay), Arabian horses under stress conditions, stable change, transportation, and changes groomer, changes of owners and trainer and medications. The identification of risk factors represents an important objective for the prevention and reduction of the incidence of colic in Arabian horses Al Watbha, Abu Dhabi-UAE.

