Canine pancreatitis – an important gastrointestinal dysfunction
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Abstract 

Statement of the Problem: Pancreatitis is a serious disease for dogs, due to its deleterious potential and the existence of underdiagnosis. The disease is the target of studies on pathophysiology and therapeutic mechanisms, since the clinical signs are nonspecific, ranging from mild to severe forms. The respective study’s purpose is to characterize the disease and show the importance of the correct diagnosis to veterinarians. Methodology & Theoretical Orientation: The study was carried out by researching databases of articles addressing pancreatitis. Findings: Inflammatory condition that involves the pancreas and adjacent structures, it can be classified as acute or chronic. Acute conditions are inflammatory processes of rapid establishment and chronic conditions are alterations that have been present for a long time with variable organ dysfunctions. The most affected dogs are the middle aged to the elderly, with some breeds’ predisposition such as Schnauzer and Poodle, but without inclination for a certain sex. The diagnosis can be difficult, either due to the symptoms variability, such as vomiting and abdominal pain depending on the severity, or to the impasses at the time of carrying out complementary exams. To establish a diagnosis, it is necessary to gather data regarding the history, anamnesis, clinical examination, laboratory and image examinations of the animals, so that it is possible to determine the best therapeutic approach to be chosen. Therapeutic management is defined based on the symptoms presented by the animals, with fluids for volume replacement, analgesics, antiemetics, antibiotics, special food, among others. Conclusion & Significance: Professionals should check the possibility of pancreatitis when a patient presents suggestive symptoms of the disease. Considering that, it is ideal that routine examinations are performed on the animals when there are suspicions. Further studies are needed in order to have greater knowledge and discoveries about the best therapy to be instituted.
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Figure 1: Mechanism of occurrence of canine pancreatitis with severe changes in other organs. Dröes and Tappin, 2017.
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