Animal management practices differ in owners who feed raw meat based diets.
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Many dog owners feed raw meat based diets, believing there are numerous health benefits when feeding raw compared to more traditional, extruded kibble.  However, these owners may also differ in other management practices which could contribute or detract from the health of these dogs.  Therefore, owner practices were compared between those that had fed raw meat based diets (RMBD; n= 27 dogs) or kibble (KB; n= 28 dogs) diets for over a year. Owners completed an extensive questionnaire on their management and health care.  Core vaccines (DHPP and rabies) were provided at equal rates, but KB dogs were more frequently vaccinated for bordatella (KB =80%; RMBD =28%) and leptospirosis (KB=52%, RMBD=28%).  Owners varied with frequency of DHPP and rabies vaccination: annually (62.5% KB; RMBD =.04%; every three years (KB = 37.5%; RMBD= 56%) or used titers (RMBD = 40%; KB=0) to determine vaccination frequency.  All owners reported testing for Dirofilaria immitis. Owners which fed RMBD used ancillary treatments (massage, acupuncture and chiropractic) at a much greater rate than KB owners (RMBD =76%; KB = 21%.  Owners did not differ in frequency of brushing teeth or professional cleaning, but 48% of RMBD dogs were provided raw meaty bones for dental hygiene. RMBD owners were more likely to engage in dog sports (RMBD = 67%; KB = 12%). While no demographic data on owners (age, education, income) was collected, clearly the engagement in alternative therapies and beliefs in vaccination practices differ between the two owner groups.
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