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Abstract (300 word limit)
Many of our pet owners desire an all-natural, non-drug alternative for their pet’s ailments. As such, many seek counsel from their veterinarian for guidance on the use of cannabidiol (CBD) to treat a plethora of conditions, including pain, anxiety and seizures.  Unfortunately, for the practicing veterinarian, access to non-biased evidence is difficult to find. In addition, many veterinarians lack an understanding of the pharmacology, therapeutic potential and possible risks associated with CBD use in companion animals. This lecture will discuss the endocannabinoid system to provide an understanding of how this physiologic system works as a broad-spectrum modulator of basic homeostatic function. Veterinarians will be introduced to the endogenous cannabinoid ligands, binding receptors and relevant enzymes. The pharmacologic impact of exogenous CBD including the pharmacokinetics and side effects will be presented. Recent veterinary literature will be introduced to provide the opportunity for veterinary practitioners to appraise current research in CBD, aiding in their understanding of the products often used by their current patient population. Access to this foundational knowledge of the endocannabinoid system and the potential effects of exogenous CBD will provide practitioners with the understanding they need to counsel their pet owners effectively.  
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