Documentation of the physical and performance traits of Kashmir Merino sheep under farm and field conditions of Srinagar
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Abstract
Present study was conducted about Kashmir Merino sheep of different age groups of four community development blocks and sheep breeding farm, Dachigam, of district Srinagar in the state of Jammu & Kashmir in order to investigate the physical traits of coat colour, head profile, ear and horn shape and orientation in 897 animals; and performance traits of age at sexual maturity, weight at sexual maturity, gestation period, age at first lambing, weight at first lambing, lambing interval and age at second lambing in 105 and 94 Kashmir Merino sheep under farm and field conditions, respectively. Investigation revealed that all the Kashmir merino sheep had white coat colour. Head profile in majority of sheep (45.29%) was narrow & long with convex nasal bridge followed by broad & short with convex nasal bridge (24.55%), broad & long with convex nasal bridge (21.75%), broad & short with flat nasal bridge (8.97%), ear shape in majority of sheep was broad & droopy (42.26%) followed by narrow & droopy (21.86%), broad & erect (18.16%), narrow & erect (14.68%), tubular & triangular (3.13%) whereas 0.44% didn’t have ears. Among the males majority were horned (75.55%) while as 24.44% were polled; and in females majority (91.91%) were polled while as 8.08% were horned. Horns were mostly oriented in curved backward forward outward direction (80.95%) followed by curved backward forward inward direction (16.40%). Age at sexual maturity, weight at sexual maturity, gestation period, age at first lambing, weight at first lambing, lambing interval and age at second lambing recorded was 20.81±0.46 & 33.00±0.60 months; 32.85±0.59 & 31.15±0.31 Kg; 5.00±0.0 months; 25.23±0.57 & 37.24±0.60 months; 36.97±0.56 & 32.50±0.37 Kg; 10.84±0.19 & 13.96±0.47 months; 37.75±0.58 & 50.58±0.64 months under field and farm conditions, respectively. It is concluded that Performance of sheep under field conditions was significantly better than that of farm. 
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