In August 2018 ASF was confirmed in a Bulgarian farm with seven pigs in the Varna region. It was the first occurrence of the disease in the country. In this case, we describe the overall course of the disease in the backyard and apply control measures. We examined the available data to evaluate the possible timing of the onset of the disease and to evaluate the high-risk period as well as the potential sources of infection. From the African continent, publications are available on the outbreaks of ASF in medium-sized farms and the backyard. In the European context, there are few published case reports, which mainly concern industrial pig holdings, while the backyard environment is lacking. Therefore, this case report contributes to a better understanding of the ASF outbreak model in small holdings. With regard to the high number of outbreaks in Romanian backyards and the spread of the disease in China, where 60% of pigs are raised in small pig holdings, this knowledge could support effective disease control outside the Bulgarian context.
The possible spread scenario was reconstructed according to the chronological sequence of the disease events and the interpretation of the laboratory results.
[bookmark: _GoBack]One year and four months later, on 08.01.2020 a primary outbreak of ASF was declared in a pig complex in the village of Brestak in the region of Varna, with 4800 sows, 29 birches, 33,000 mammals and juveniles.
