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Abstract: Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD) endemicity in Ethiopia’s livestock remains 
an ongoing cause for economic concern, with new topotypes still arising even in 
previously unaffected areas. FMD outbreaks occur every year almost throughout the 
country. Understanding the outbreak dynamics, endemic serotypes, and lineage 
profiles of FMD in this country is very critical in designing control and prevention 
programs. For this, detailed information on outbreak dynamics in Ethiopia needs to 
be understood clearly. In this article, therefore, we review the spatial and temporal 
patterns and dynamics of FMD outbreaks from 2008 to 2018. The circulating 
serotypes and the topotypic profiles of the virus are also discussed. FMD outbreak 
data were obtained from; reports of MoARD (Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development)/MoLF (Ministry of livestock and Fishery, NVI (National Veterinary 
Institute), and NAHDIC (National Animal Health Diagnostic and Investigation Center); 
published articles; MSc works; PhD theses; and documents from international 
organizations. To effectively control and prevent FMD outbreaks, animal health 
agencies should focus on building surveillance systems that can quickly identify and 
control ongoing outbreaks and implement efficient preventive measures. 
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Fig 3- Numbers of FMD outbreaks (2008-2018) reports from different part of the country. The graph depicted that the 

highest outbreak recorded in 2012.The outbreak data was mostly retrieved from MoLF (Ministry of Livestock and 

Fishery) and different research works [41, 60].   
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Fig 4- The average number of FMD outbreaks (2009-2018) by month in different parts of the country.  This illustration 

shows seasonal dynamics with higher FMD outbreaks burdens occurred during peak dry season (from December 

to early February). The data of the outbreak was maintained from MoLF (Ministry of Livestock and Fishery) [41].   
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