Abstract
 
Acute unilateral limb swelling is a common clinical problem that has a  relatively wide differential diagnosis both by clinical and imaging studies, nevertheless, the diagnostic list may include conditions that have quite different treatment plans like (muscles hematoma versus acute deep venous thrombosis), thus early establishment of the correct diagnosis either by single or multimodality imaging is mandatory.
The purpose of this review is to give a multimodality approach for imaging of unilateral limb swelling with an onset not exceeding 72 hours at the initial presentation. The most common etiologies for the condition were tabulated regarding the anatomical level from which they could arise, aiming to give a stepwise planned imaging work up with an overview of the imaging characteristics for each pathological condition. 
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