INFERIOR VENA CAVA FILTER THROMBOSIS 
10 years experience

Background: One of Inferior vena cava filter complication is filter thrombosis and its incidence has been reported to range from 5-30%. A thrombus that winds up in the filter can originate distally or arise locally. Understanding this has more than just theoretical implications. Surprisingly, not all patients with inferior vena cava filter thormbosis need to be treated, some of these patients are asymptomatic and only symptomatic patients should be offered treatment. 
Objective: The purpose of this retrospective study was to assess, a consecutive series of patients, the long-term efficacy and tolerability of these devices, and to identify filter-related or unrelated mortality and morbidity. 
Patients & methods: 178 consecutive patients received percutaneous IVC filter done At Alexandria armed forces hospital. Between Jan. 2007 – Dec.2016. 
Results: Long-term Follow-up of Percutaneous Vena Cava Filters was archived in 146 patients (82%) and follow up duration ranged from: 2-10 years with mean duration 6.4 + 0.06 years. Mean age of the patients was 68±16 years and male /female 1.3.Inferior vena cava filter thrombosis was detected in 19 patients (13 %) ,only 9 patients were symptomatic (47%) , 2 patients ( 10.5%) and only one patient developed acute IVC filter thrombosis that was treated immediately with thrombolysis and venous stent. Conclusion: One of Inferior vena cava filter complication is filter thrombosis. Not all patients with inferior vena cava filter thormbosis need to be treated Symptomatic patients, however, should be offered treatment, yet endovascular method is a feasible ,effective and almost a safe procedure that could provide a solution in experienced centers.







 

