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Abstract
Immunization is one of the most successful global health interventions and cost-effective ways to save lives and prevent disease. The national EPI programme in Sudan is the most successful primary health care intervention in the country. Immunization in Sudan is by law mandatory to all target populations and vaccination cards are mandatory for school entry. Vaccines are provided free of charge to all target populations living in the country regardless of their nationality, including the refugees.
The international partners cover all vaccines required by the programme, while the government cover the new vaccines co-financing and most of the vaccine delivery operational costs. Substantial financial support has been provided by many partners like GAVI, The Polio Eradication Initiative, the measles elimination Initiative, UNICEF, WHO and others. GAVI support  improve routine immunization delivery focus on establishing a strong outreach and mobile strategies, recruiting and training vaccinators, providing incentives to staff, improving the cold chain and vaccine management.
Sudan has strong cold chain and vaccine management system that covers all administrative levels and secures continuous availability of required vaccines to all vaccination points in the country, including in the remote and high-risk areas. Sudan was the first country in the world to be certified by UNICEF for its excellent vaccine management system. Strong vaccine preventable diseases (VPDs) surveillance system has been put in place to reach the recommended performance standards.
The EPI programme operates through a national multi-year plan, translated annually into national, and state action plans as well as district micro-plans.
Unfortunately, for the three last years the programme has been facing difficulties to sustain the outreach and mobile strategies, mainly because of insufficient financial resources, lack of transportation means, high staff turn-over, and lack of training. These challenges negatively affect the program and make delays in vaccine distribution.
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