The fight against COVID and lessons learnt

Abstract

The pandemic came unannounced and suddenly put the world in a situation that was unthought of. There are lessons to learn and leverage and gaps that have been identified that we need to bridge. 

1. In an unprecedent time vaccines for COVID-19 became available. There are valuable lessons on what was enabling to develop and supply vaccines quickly and should be encouraged in future:
a. New technological platforms such as mRNA were very useful. 
b. Multilateral health agencies came together and it strengthened the ecosystem: WHO, CEPI, UNICEF, Covaxx 
c. Digital enablers in conducting development of vaccines and conducting clinical trials.

2. Importance of certainty of demand to vaccine companies and the role of BMGF
3. Contribution of Academic institutions and centres of research: did the COVID-19 vaccines get developed from start to finish within a year?
4. Importance of data driven decision making in developing COVID combat therapies.
5. Importance of health data records 

6. Strengthening of supply chain: the input supply chain is highly fragmented and vulnerable to deep shocks. I will discuss proposals to strengthen the same.

7. What can be left to industry and what the government needs to be accountable for:
	a. I will cover what citizens have to demand from healthcare systems.
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