Relevance of Ethnomedicine with reference to Kerala State,India
 Abstract
              Medicare system of traditional communities viz. tribal and folk medicines are gaining importance since 1980’s due to various field and experimental researches carried out all over the world. Plant derived drugs such as Aspirin from Filipendula ulmaria,  Digoxine from Digitalis purpurea Morphine from Papaver somniferum and Quinine from Cinchona pubescence were developed through ethnopharmacological research ( Cotton,1996 ). More over the present trend “Turn to Nature philosophy” are attracting people from all walk’s of life. Ethnobotanical surveys conducted among the tribal communities inhabiting in and around the Western Ghats forest and folk communities in the midlands and coastal regions of Kerala State, India brought to light a wealth of information on a number of  wild plant species used for food, shelter, medicine, fiber, fodder, artifacts, magico-religious performances and other material requirements. The present presentation focus on certain ethno medicinally important plant species in the mentioned regions explaining the uses, mode of administration and indications. The need for the conservation of such plant species in their natural and simulated habitats, the associated traditional knowledge and the future course of actions to be taken at the policy and implementation levels for the benefit of humankind will also be discussed.
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