Presentation on: Impacts of harvesting techniques on the sustainable use of medicinal plants in Côte d'Ivoire (West Africa)

Dr Kouadio BENE
University Nangui Abrogoua, Abidjan (Côte d’Ivoire)

                      [image: ]                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Abstract

People get many benefits from medicinal plants. Unfortunately, many threats of vulnerability and / or extinction of these plants are increasing in Côte d'Ivoire. This may be due to several factors including poor harvest practices. This study aims at sending out an SOS to any traditional medicine users or not about the impact of medicinal plants poor harvesting techniques in Côte d'Ivoire. Thus, an ethnobotanical study was conducted in the Department of Sandégué (Gontougo Region) which is a savanna-forest transition zone. It was carried out by a semi-structured interview method followed by a forest outing. The main harvest practices or methods identified were: whole plant removal (systematic extinction of the individual), excessive leaves removal, root removal, branches lopping off, bark removal and trees cutting. All these practices are harmful, especially when they are poorly applied and with unsuitable tools. From this study, several impacts were noted: the death of the plant, infections with phytopatogens, the exposure to bush fire, the absence of flowering and fructification, the imbalance and the disturbances of the ecosystem ... All this would lead to a vulnerability, a scarcity, an extinction of medicinal plants and a decline in the quality of herbal drugs. The study revealed that medicinal plants are under a constant threat of poor harvesting techniques that contribute to the depletion of some plant species. Let’s save our pharmacopoeia by using good harvesting practices.
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