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Background and Objectives: Citrullus colocynthis is an annual plant, also called bitter apple or bitter cucumber, hairy-stemmed perennial vine of the gourd family (Cucurbitaceae), native to the Mediterranean region. The colocynth grows in sandy, coastal, or desert soils and commonly spreads vegetatively. The plant has small, pale greenish yellow flowers, forked tendrils, and hairy, deeply cut leaves. The rounded yellow or green fruits have a bitter taste and yield a strong purgative sometimes used in medicine. Also it grows in the south, center, and east areas of Iran. 

Methods: This study is a review-research article and data collected by investigating the traditional medicine reference books and the findings that are extracted from databases such as Pubmed, Google Scholar and internal academic database.
Results: It is recognized by different pharmacologic activities in traditional Persian medicine, consist of purgative, anti-inflammatory, antidiabetic, analgesic, abortifacient, and antiepileptic. Some of these activities were confirmed in modern phytotherapy. 
Conclusion: According to our experiences the Abu Jahl watermelon and Hanzal in Traditional Persian Medicine, they are the same and they match with Citrullus colocynthis.

The paper reviewed Citrullus colocynthis in traditional Iranian medicine as a great promise for development of novel drug with the wide range of pharmacological activities, which could be utilized for horrible human disease, because of its effectiveness.
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