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ABSTRACT
 Water is essential for sustaining life and at the same time, it is an important component for almost all developmental plans, however, growing population, urbanization and industrialization has led to considerable increase in demand of water for various purposes. Ramgarh Lake covering an area of 576 hectare, is situated in the center of Gorakhpur district and it exists in the north-eastern part of Uttar Pradesh, India. Large populations depend on this water body for fish, vegetable, water, irrigation, waste disposal site, washing site and recreational activity. Dumping of solid as well as liquid wastes has resulted in the uncontrolled growth of aquatic weeds, eutrophication and sedimentation, which have altered lake’s morphology, volume, depth and quality of water.  The Ramgarh Lake plays an important role in the sewage disposal as untreated domestic wastes are discharged into it and solid wastes are dumped on its banks. The toxic heavy metals entering the ecosystem may lead to geo-accumulation, bioaccumulation and biomagnification. The lake plays an important role in the city’s ecology too. To enhance Gorakhpur resilience to climate change impacts, the lake has to be protected and rejuvenated through measures that include proper treatment of effluents (sewage) and solid waste management. Ramgarh Lake has been severely neglected in past, but now the need of the hour is its conservation to ensure the better future of Gorakhpur city.
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