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Abstract 
Statement of the Problem: Local councils play an important role in localizing SDGs on the ground through delivery of services to their constituents. The mayors of cities have been acknowledged as important agents in the achievement and delivery od SDGs with mayors from 40 countries supporting the SDGs through their declaring of cites. Specifically, SDG 11 Sustainable Cities is an important goal to operationalise local governments with specific targets within this goal to provide benchmarks and guidance on achieving this goal. However, the use the SDGs as the integrated framework for planning, implementing initiative and reporting has not been universally implemented. There re challenges such as ineffective institutional arrangements, lack of political will, the political economy of decentralization, weakened bureaucratic institutions, problematic local democratic participation and lack of external funding. Whist these challenges are well documented in the literature there are exemplary cases where much of these challenges have been overcome. 
The purpose of this study was to firstly determined the local government areas which have adopted the SDGs in Australia. Second, o determine which local government areas have integrated the SDGs into the operating model the local governments. Third to explore the institutional logics of local governments that lead to successful integrating SDGs into the operating model of the local governments.
Methodology & Theoretical Orientation: There are three levels to the methodology of the research. First a desktop survey was undertaken to determine the uptake and adoption of the SDGs in the local government websites. Second, analysis of publicly available documents to determine how local governments have integrated SDGs in to the operating model. Last, a survey of politicians and bureaucrats was undertaken to explore the reasons for successful integration using an institutional logics framework. One case study is provided where interviews of people within the local government area provide context and deeper explanation of the logics which led to successful integration of SDGs.
Findings: In Australia there were only 14% of the 472 local government areas which mentioned SDGs on their websites. Only 3.6 percent of the 472 local government areas had SDGs linked to strategic priorities and targets, and only 1.3 % had SDGs  linked to reporting framework. Analysis of the exemplary cases of success revealed that alignment of all institutional 

logics – political, bureaucratic, project and market logics was necessary for successful integration of SDGs in a local council.. 
Conclusion & Significance: The significance of the study lies in its approach to exploring how successful integration happens in local governments. The institutional logics framework can be used by agents in local government - politicians, bureaucrats, private enterprise, interest groups and citizens to deconstruct the constraining forces and apply learnings to reconstruct logics that lead to  the integration of SDGs in local government.
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