Environmental Sustainability at the time of Erosion of Democracies and Rise of Autocracies.

By the end of the 1990s, the number of democratic states more than doubled by the end of the twentieth century, suggesting a global spread or diffusion of democracy (Dahl 1989; Lipset 1994, Wejnert 2005, 2014), and democratic countries increased from about 5 in 1800 to 170 (or 75%) by the end of the 1990s (Huntington 1992; O’Donnell, Schmitter & Whitehead, 1996). This increase was punctuated by three waves of democratization in the 1960s-70s (post-colonial Africa and Southern Europe) (Pridham 1990; Tarrow 1989), 1980s (Latin America) (Hugley & Gunther, 1992; Linz & Stepan, 1996), and 1990s (Eastern Europe, Africa) (Bermeo 1991; Bratton & Matters, 2001; Stark & Bruszt, 1998, Wejnert, 2002). In contrast, starting with the new millennium, the spread and maintenance of democracies have been retrenching. Instead, autocratic regimes are on the rise. The share of the world’s population residing in stable (Dahl 2000) democracies declined to 52% by 2010 and 32% by 2020 (V-dem, 2020; Freedom House, 2021), while the percentage of the world population living in autocracies increased from 48% by 2010 to 68% by 2020 (V-Dem, 2021). My research on democracy retrenchment (Wejnert 2020; Wejnert 2021) conformed to that from Eastern Europe, Central Asia, and Latin America: the current era is marked by a decrease of sovereign democratic countries from 75% (119) in 1995 to 67% (or 101) by 2015 (Wejnert, 2021). 
The talk explores the consequences of these changes for countries’ sustainability agenda, especially in terms of policies concerning countries’ resilience to climate change and countries’ response to environmental disasters. The latter will also present responses to climate change in Sri Lanka, the US, and Poland, focusing on the joint goal of creating opportunities for innovative community solutions to local problems and community involvement in bringing communities together to combat climate change.    

